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For the Advancement of Youth who have already acquired some Knowledge of the Elements of Music. 
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NOTICE. 


To Compilers and Publishers it is deemed proper to state, that a large proportion of the matter contained in this work 
is copyright, and that it will be no less an infringement of the law than a breach of courtesy, to make selections from it 


without obtaining permission. 





0 ee gists 
aaah “4 i A : eae A iv ma ne 
oe ee ee ee be ef TT Ce En SNR mC ene st ay tt a en } sie Betton, tS CA a 4 Cet ie ae 
‘rh eat fd, 6 As OR os pec ete, Lee 


, 
STL COP ee See ee) ee ey Syl 


FLORA’S PRSTIVAL 


Is a Cantata, consisting of choruses, original and se- 
lected, intended as a recreation for the young in 
schools, academies, and juvenile singing classes. 
Any number of singers, from twenty-five to a thou- 
sand, may constitute the chorus. Two or three 
hundred well-trained voices will make a’ very 
efficient chorus. 

There is no “argument” or “plot” connected 
with Flora’s Festival; it simply represents a floral 
holiday scene, in which the three divisions of the 
day, Mornine, Noon, and Nigur, are used as gov- 
eming or suggesting the character of the music, 
plays, scenes, etc., etc. 

The music is pleasing, popular, and, for the most 
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part, not difficult. It is arranged in onE, Two and 
THREE parts, with accompaniments to the solos, etc. 
HOW TO GET IT UP IN PUBLIC. 
HALL, SEATING, ETC. 

When the choruses, semi-choruses, solos, etc., 
have been well and thoroughly learned, a commo- 
dious hall should be selected, with a platform or 
stage of about two feet elevation in front and gradu- 
ally ascending to the rear, so that the heads of each. 
row of singers may be visible above those in front 
of them, both when sitting and also when standing. 
‘The settees or benches should also be so arranged 


|| that the singers will face slightly toward the is 


making a partial semicircle thus : 
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FLORA’S FESTIVAL. Vv 


If a good hall can not be secured, a platform 
might be erected at the pulpit end of a church. 
The teacher or conductor sits at the piano or stands 
to direct, facing the choir. 


DECORATIONS, ETC. 


The hall, or that part of it at least to be occupied 
by the choir, should be beautifully decorated with 
flowers, festoonery, shrubbery, ete. etc. It should 
be made to represent a little forest or fairy grotto, 
being careful so to construct it that the little “fays” 
and “fairies” are not entirely hidden from public 
view, yet so that when seated they are partially 
screened from the view of the audience. When 
they rise, (which they should be taught to do with 
perfect uniformity at a given signal), a perfect little 
fairy scene will present itself. 

For the purposes of decoration, abeitiesal flowers 
may be resorted to, constructed of tissue paper, of 

various colors, sizes, etc. etc, These may be made | 


mostly by the young Misses, with a few hints, per- 
haps, from older heads.* 

Forest trees, evergreens, a variety of shrubbery, etc., 
may be easily obtained, and these should be ar- 
ranged with much taste, and with a view to the best 
natural effect. Much depends also upon the bril- 
liancy of the lights. The arrangement of these 1s 
often attended with considerable difficulty. Effects 
should be tried on some evening previous to the 
concert. Care should be taken, also, that they are 
perfectly secure and safe, and sufficiently removed 
from any thing that will ignite. 


DRESS OF THE SINGERS. 
As far as practicable uniformity of dress with the 
chorus singers is to be sought. The young Misses _ 
should be dressed in white, with perhaps a blue sash — 


* From thirty to forty bushels of artificial flowers were made and 

‘ contributed by the New York Floral Choir, whenever & public. per 
formance of this Festival was to begiven. The choir ate one ime. 

bered upwards of one thousand singers. 









about the waist, and a neat wreath of flowers on 

their heads. The boys may observe some uniformity 

in the disposition of their collar, and perhaps a 

rosette on the left lapel of their jacket or round- 

about. ; 
SEATING. 

The singers should be seated with some reference 
to their height—other hints are given by the dia- 
gram. 

ORDER 
“Heaven’s first law” should be so perfect that a 
tap of the bell or baton will command instant si- 
lence. 
SOLOS, ETC. 


The chief characteristic solo parts are— 


Fiora, Tum QurEn. 
Tue Zepuyr. 

Tue Forester. 
THe Warer Sprrrr, 
Tue Storm Sprtirir, 
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These should be dressed appropriately to corres- 
pond with the part they represent, and according to 
the taste, circumstances, etc. of those most inter 
ested—in all cases, however, avoiding extravagance. 
or unnecessary display. 

Beside the above there are other solo parts, as 
will be seen, with occasional semi-choruses, con- 
certed pieces, etc., which all serve to keep up an in- 
creasing interest to the end of the piece. 


CROWNING OF THE QUEEN. 


This is generally done by “ maids of honor,” four 
or six appointed for the purpose; the first placing 
the crown upon the head of the queen (who grace- 


| fully kneels or bows to receive it), and singing the 


first stanza of 


“A rosy crown we twine for thee,” 
Chorus responding — 


“Take, O take the rosy crown,” &c, 
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FLORA’S FESTIVAL. 


The second maid of honor then comes furward 
and sings the next stanza, etc., in this order until all 
the verses have been sung, the chorus responding to 
each singer. * 


PROGRAMME, 


WITH EXPLANATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS. 


PART I. 
MORNING. 


No. 1.—Orenine Cuorus. “ Hail, Smiling Morn.” 
This must be sung with promptness and energy 
throughout. Observe carefully the p. and pp. pas- 
sages, also the syncopation on page 7, the rest on 
page 8, and the sforzando in. commencing and 
ending. 

No. 2.—*‘ Come, Sisters, Come.” A light and 
gentle semi-chorus of invitation; in moderate time. 

Nos. 3 and 4.—Fiora—Soro, A brilliant, flexi- 


ata t- ? 


I - —— 


ble and rich voice is needed for this part; as it will 
be seen, there is considerable execution required. 
A singer, therefore, who has had some cultivation 


should be selected. 


No. 5.—“ A Rosy Crown.” [Explained pre- 


|| viously]. 


No. 6.—Semi-cuorus oF Zzepuyrs. Select the 
smallest scholars for this; teach them to sing it cor- 


rectly, and let them stand where they can be seen. 
|| A neat bouquet in the hand of each would look very 


prettily. 
No. 7—Soto. “Come, come, pretty bird. By 
the First Zephyr.” A little bird (stuffed) may be so 


placed in one of the trees as to appear quite natural. 


A very pretty effect may also be introduced in this 


song by playing upon the finte or even the piano (if 
flute accompaniment. can not be had) the echo or 
response on page 17; thus she sings, “Sing for me,” 

and is silent aarti the next measure, which is 
played upon — flute (or piano) 8va., and varied : ac- 
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cording to the taste or skill of the performer. A 
skillful flutist might improvise a very neat bird-trill, 
she apparently listening as if the bird were responding 
to her. : 
No. 8.—Fuit Cuorus. 
should be very spirited. 
No. 9.—The Forester’s Song and Chorus, with 
symphony or introduction. 
voice should be selected for this part. 
Wauistiine.—lIf the teacher has perfect control of 
his scholars, he may teach the boys to whistle the 
last part of this piece, commencing on page 21, last 
note of the upper brace, by means of which a very 
novel and amusing effect will be produced. It 


“Lo, the East.” This 


should not be attempted, however, unless it can be I 
first time by solo, and pes pau in oar or by 


done well and with perfect order. 

No. 10.—Ecuo Cuorus. 
voices should, if practicable, be placed in an adjoin- 
ing room, or under the platform, whence they will 
appear as if at a great distance. 


A lad with a bold, firm | 


The echo voice or 





Practise carefully | 
* 
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to get the true echo effect before venturing it in 
public. 

No. 11.—Soto anp Cuorvus or Nraps on WATER 
Spirits. 


No. 12,—Cuorus or Watcoms. “Hail, all 
Hail!” 
PART Il, 
NOON. 


No, 13.—Oprnine Cuorus. In “the mid-day 
sun,” observe a full crescendo from the beginning to 


- the end of the strain, on page 27, 


No, 14.—* Haste to the mountain,” may be sung 


chorus entire. 
No. 15.—“The frothy waves,” chorus and solo 
before the storm; loud, with a pretty strong accent 


in the first or chorus part. The solo very sweet and 
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gentle. Great care should be taken in the concerted 
part, on page 31, where the boys commence with 
“Fly, sisters, fly.” 

No. 16.— The storm spirit.” A full and rather 

powerful voice is required for this solo; a singer, 

_ especially, who has some conception of the part, and 
can adapt her singing to it. If, during its perform- 
ance, the room can conveniently be partially darkened, 
a good effect will be produced. 

Cuorvus after the storm. Quiet cheerfulness is 
expressed by this chorus. 

No. 17.—“ Sigh, gentle gales,” (quartette). Se- 
lect four of the best voices from the older pupils as 
nearly equal and uniform in tone as possible. 

No. 18.—“ The sunbeams are glancing.” Chorus 
of rejoicing—bold and sprightly. Observe the synco- 
pation throughout. 

No. 19.—Approacuine Sunset. “The golden 
sun sinks inthe West.” Mind the rests, and ob- 


serve carefully the forte and piano passages on page 
48, Let the strain dim. to pp. 


PART Ill, 
NIGHT. 


No. 20.—Oprnine Cuorvus. “Starlight is beam- 
ing.” Commence very softly (pp.,) and repeat ff. 
“Still gaily dancing,” page 50, may be solo. 

No. 21.—“ Day is gone,” (Round). Full directions 
attached to the piece. 

No. 22.—Moonlight Nace or SHC oie 

No. 23.—“ Away, away,” chorus—very sprightly. 

No. 24.—Moonlight Song and Chorus. 

No. 25.—Chorus, “ We’ve come from happy fairy 
land.” At a given signal, or on commencing the 
words, “At Flora’s feast of flowers,” the singers may 
all wave their white handkerchiefs, which they 
should have (quietly) in readiness for that purpose 


x FLORA 8 FESTIVAL. 


“This should be done 80 as to take the audience quite 
by surprise, and if so done, an impromptu response 


of a like kind will be apt to greet the singers. The 


waving of handkerchiefs may be reserved for the last 
piece if thought more desirable. 


No. 26.—Finate—Dovsiz Cuorus. “Good 
night to all.” Let the boys commence and sing 
their part through (to the first double) alone, then 
recommence simultaneously with the girls. 
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PART I. MORNING. 
OPENING CHORUS. 
“HAIL! puri ries 
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Solo. 
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1. A ro- sy crown we twine for thee, Of Flora’s Hehest peouaire: We lead thee forth to dance ee glee, To 
2. The myrtle,thyme and eglantine One blended wreath discloses;And bids their fragrant breath combine With 
3. We bade the fairest flowers that grow Their varied tribute render,'o Shine above that brow of snow In 
4. Then deign to wear the wreath we twine Thy beauteous ringlets shading;And be its charms a type of thineIn 
x 
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mirth and youthful pleasure. Take, O take the ro - sy, the ro-sy crown, Flo-ra’s richest treasure, Flora’s richest treasure _ 
these emblushing ro - ses, ; ae gage 
alt their sunny splen-dor, 
all ex-cept in fad - ing. 
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2. How we love the budding flowers, 3. Welcome, welcome, zephyrs light. 
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deck’d my robes and di- a-dem, My tress-es flow as lightand free As rippling waves up-on the sea. 
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Reflecting back the burning ray 5 
The vales and hills seem pining 
Beneath the day-god’s sway. 
Rest, then, sister spirits, rest, 
The waters bright are shining, 
Reflecting back the ray. 
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: : “DAY [S GONE.” 
ROUND FOR FOUR VOICES.* 
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is gone, Night is come, When the da ay of life is flown, ... Heav’nbe our home. 


* To be sung as follows, viz: The first pupil sing No. 1. (See figure 1, two measures,) and then pause. 
the same manner. a? he third sing No. 3, and the fourth sing No. 4. 

pupu who sang No. 1, commence again, ang sing the mece through. 
eommences at No. 2 ya "&e, Cou until all-a 








The next sing No. 2, m 
When the four parts have been sung through separately, the 


The second pupil commencing at No. 1 , When the first pupil r 
re singing together the different parts. 
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1, Hail to ce ;queen ce i silent night,Shine cle saetins bright, Yield thy pensive light; Blithely we’ll dance in thy silver ray: 


2. Dart thy pure beams from thy throne on high, Beam on,thro’sky,Robed in azure dye; We'll laugh and we’ll sport while the night-bira 
[sings, 
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Happily passing the hours away. ant ee not love the vad night,Dress’d in her robes of blue andwhite? Heaven’s vaults ring, 


Flapping the dew from his sable wings;Sprites love to sport in the still moonlight,Play with the pearls of shadowy night;Then let us sing, 
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Stars wink and sing, Hail, si-lent night! Fai-ry moonlight, fai-ry ide fai-ry moon - - - - - - light. 
Bia, ‘ cr tee , ; fai- sata aS -ry, fai-ry moonlight. 
- Time’s on the wing,Hail, si-lent night! Fai-ry moonlight, fai-ry moonlight, fairy § =moon - - - - - - light. 
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No. 23. 


Allegro» 


fait a "fais -ry, fai-ry moonlight. 
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“AWAY, AWAY, THE MOON AND STARS ARE SHINING.” — anter. 
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a- way, the moon and stars are shin - ing; We'll dance o’er hill and _ flow - - ery green 3 With 
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laugh-ing eyes and heart that knows no pin - ing, We'll make the night pay homage to our queen. A 
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way, a - way, a - way, a - way, The fai-ry moonlight streaming, Up on the moun-tain 
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No. 24, MOONLIGHT SONG AND CHORUS. 


“Will De come to the ficlds where the ee shining bright.” Hews. 
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Will youcome to the fields where the moon’s shining bright, Where the wild flowers grow in her ee light, Where the birds carro] sweet when the 
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morning ray dawns, And the cat-tle are grazing on flow - e-ry lawns? There we will frolic the bright hours away, With 
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| hearts full of love and our heads full of play;Our homes may be sweet, but sweeter will be The dark-waving forest and ee lea 
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56 No. 25. “WE'VE COME FROM HAPPY, FAIRY LAND.” Sporles 
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1, We’ve come from happy, fai-ry land, That bright world a - far ! hit is and ee in our mirth, We've 
2. Our hearts were light, our eyes were bright, All nature’s face was gay, ‘The trees their lea - fy branch-es spread, "Whose 
3. We drink of dew, from flowery bells To all the friends we see, And may they knowthroughall their days, Such 
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perfume breathed of May,And here we’ve heard the cuckoo’s note Steal softly thro’the air, While ever’ scene around us look’d Most 
hap - pi-ness as we; And now to home we turn our thoughts, Our happy home afar ; You see it twinkling,twinkling there, Be 
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round us has been seen, And thus we’ve pass’d the pleasant time, 
_ beau - ti - ful and fair, ‘And thus we’ve pass’d the pleasant time, 
yond that brightest star! But we’ll ne’er forget this pleasant time, 
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Nor tho’t how flew the hours Of morwING »NOON,and 
Nor tho’t how flew the hours Of MoRNING »NOON,and 
When gai - ly flew the slat OF Oe Ns »NooN,and 
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bright MoonLIGHT, At Flora’s feast of flowers, AM oe) snoon, ad bright moonlight, At Flo-ra’s ea of ue) 
bright MOONLIGHT, At Flora’s feast of flowers, Of morning g ,noon,and bright moonlight, At Flo-ra’s feast of flowers.— 
bright MOONLIGHT, At Flora’s feast of flowers, Of morning ;noon,and bay penn. At Flo-ra’s tease of flowers. 
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58 No. 26, - “THE MOONLIGHT DANCES ON THE LAKE.” 


FINALE DOUBLE CHORUS Tyrolean. 
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1. The ah dances on the lake, And ee nis ae in its waveless breast, The placid stars their songs a - 





a we ee 


Good night to all,we’ve sung our lay,Good 72 toall, we musta-way. Good night to all, we’ve 








wake, And lull the gen-tle oe in - to rest. to our couch, then, of 
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“sung our lay, Good night to -_ ail, must a-way. A-way to our couch, then, of — 
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2. The midnight elfins stalk along, 
And wonder at the blitheness of our lay, 
The stilly glens send back our song, 
And bid each fav haste to come away. 
Away to our couch, &c. 
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A Rosy Crown we twine for thee..... 
_ Away,. away, the Moon and Stars.. 


~ Come, sisters, COMC I. au less ares « 


Come from the Glen............., 


Come, come, pretty Bird...... 
Chorus after the Storm........ 
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Lo! the East with saffron tints.. 
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60 || The Forest-song awake. aah aha eipejetenes ps oe 2 
22 || The limpid Stream... oo He oe ana eype he . ae 
10 | The mid-day Sun is pouring. : 4 ae 
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37 || Starlight is streaming.......+-+. } 
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